Virtue Ethics




IRtredUCHoN

+ 1St thing torsee IS that thisarnermative
moral theory

— That 1t also'Is an (et stubjectVE)
theory off morals (Wirtues' ofi characterare moraliaeods)

+ That It Is about right and Wreng, goodrancaihacd iUt
not moral principles as such)

+ That it is often thought ofi as' the “classical model el
ethics (virtue based) as compared with the Smodern:
model of ethics (rules based)

+ That it emphasizes - © as primanry and =
secondary
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IRtredUCHoN

— BUt VirtUerethics canrsplitinte
more than one Kind categony,

¢ —from the greekiarete meaning
excellence or Virttie—

— BUt can be moetivVated by auty;
(deontology)

¢ (but not
consequentialistic); that1s net just

focused on consedguences fior morality,
— e.g.: Aristotle”s view-->happiness is end infitself
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Happiness is an activity of the soul in accordance with:
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Normative Analytlcal

- A\, '
, , Naturahsm Intultlon Subjective .
Theoretical Applied V¥ . Emotive

Descriptive Prescriptive
e . v e d
‘ Absolutism Universalism  Relativism

Theories of Obligation Theories of Moral Value Theories of Non-moral Value

\ /1 N\

Deontologiqal Teleological Monism Pluralism

/\

Egoism Universalism

What Ought I to do? What Ought I to Be What Ought I Pursue
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Digging arditieNDEERE!

+ et s look at the text
— P24

+ Handout
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Plato & Aristotieron EtRICS

+ Plato

— [laugnt that eachPErSON N URNCHONSIONES
different levels eachr e which
corresponds to: different activVitiesroirthe

soul

+ — QU Urges te’ satisiy physicalfneed
such as hunger, thirst or sex

* —nvolves human drives like anger o
ambition—higher drive than appetite; ana
different as shown by the fact that spikitand
appetite are often in conflict with' eachl 6ther
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Plato & Aristotieron EtRICS

» —the third and RighesthtimaniitnRncHeRMVRICH
should “channel appetite andSpIREIRter thEIIRPHOPES:
uses”

+ Each function has its own: Virtte
— Basically: = proper use

— e.g.; appetite is kept Under contrel; theVistue
IS temperance

— Thus, an appetite that Is tempered or
moderated represents the USE off ouR
physical desires and allows Us; to concentrate
our attention on the higher activities
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Plato & Aristotieron EtRICS

S When itinCtioNING CoRkeCENManIESts
the trait of and PULST REASONES
commands INte’ action), EVERNIRIChENECE Ol
resistance

IS the VIFtUe off oUr rEason and; SIRCE

reason IS the highest of our fURCtionSs; shoulc
contnol appetite and spirit

—~ Plato 'also adds the Virtue of . d
harmonizing trait that applies terallfthree
facets of life—gives each’ part of life ItS ProPEr
due
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Plato & Aristotieron EtRICS

— ProEer palance resultsiinratliferthatisshealthy;
N that fUNCEIONS ProPELN—arbalanCECNSOUINS

Virtuous: becaltise it Us UsedNnttRENIESRWAY,
possible

— S0, a major challengelin deciding
IS the problem of

and
off one’s selfiE
fulfilling and Worthy life:

— Note:! for Plato, noething in' the physical WoerdNs
perfect, whether we are talking aboeut physical
objects, the attributes off things' or AUMman
actions (realism)

— See diagrams:
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The
Form of
Beauty

The Concept
Of Beauty

Individual
Beautiful
Entities

Imitations of
Beautiful Entities
(paintings, photos,
reflections, shadows)
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The
Individual

Rational

Appetitive

= Health

Shared
Virtues

Wisdom

Courage

Moderation
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Plato & Aristotieron EtRICS

+ Aristotle, like PlatorViews ethies
primarily’ iR terms O Characten

notable diffierENCES

+ Plato’ s understanding ofif the VAREUESHIS

Dased on a PEVOnE U
senses, whereas Aristotie bullt RISFELNIES
closer to earth
— Virtues are known threugh ebserving and
comparing actual events (Reminalism)

+ Plato argues that torthe
extent that they . SUCH as
the form of courage
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Plato & Aristotieron EtRICS

— Acts off Viktte Wellla zlees o \Vies
do not

— S0, 1N a sense PlateNs  conthastinEGViRtUENWIGCHNVIGE

— Aristotle saw gaps N thiS appLreachfaREISEIIE
defined virtue differentiy;

+ E.g.: NOt a choice betweenrcolhagerana

cowardice

+ Rather virtue as "a mean betwWeen tWo ViCES)
that WhICh depends onf EXCESS: and that-Which
depends on defiect”

+ All virtues can be analyzed thistway.

+ Note: both have a sort off idealism}; Boeth
hold that virtues are not a matter of;
personal preference or taste gjﬁg
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Happiness is an activity of the soul in accordance with:
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Note

+ Plato and Aristetierrepresent arsont ol
teleological View oif Aretalc ELhIES

— [hat IS, they have argoal e theVIRtUES
— happIness or a hlourishingHiie

+ But there are a sort off deontelogical
view of Aretaic ethics as well

—In this view, the Virtues are enas in
themselves—virtue for virtue s sake
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Virtue Ethies

— Morality in' terms off priRcIPlES! takes HittiEron
NO account off qualities, o What peEopIEranes
+ For Kant truth' tellingrwas fulfiiling anrekligation

+ For Aristotle (@and seme Virtue ethicists)rtrtthrtelling
was a and'a ISTONE
Such

¢ context off merality ISftentike
life—e.g. choosing one’ s vocation is “right = in the
non-moral sense in the moedern FUlES' OrENtET SYStEM),
but “right”™ in the moral in the classic Virtuerorented
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Virtue Ethies

— BUt virtue ethicists aerheld that
there [ al connection DELWEER
being and doing—ItisfobVviels a
PEFSON CanNOt JUSt

+(Qbvious fact:

+BUT an ethics off doing may: EASIILEY
overlook being
— A key criticism of rules oriented ethics
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Virtue Ethies

— [They: alsorNold ter thENMPORaNEE O]
(WRIChrwerarertenmitate)ias
petter fitting our INtUITIONS apeUEthE
nature off morality.

+ This Is notion of the ImMportance Bif ol
Mmodels could be derived fiom thelFViIEW
that * “ play an important relesn
moral theory:

— Ideals admit to partial fulfillment ratherthan the
mere black and white off either SUCcess: of ralltie
with regard to “rules™ ethics

— Again, they hold this better fits our moral
intuitions about the nature of moral judgment
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— €.0. 5 Hitler may haVverocecasionallyiacte Wit
great compassion towanradrsemeNnaiVidualisybi
thiS dees net make nimiarcompassionatesman

— €.d.: a good person’ canact out o characier
and dorSomeEtNING that geeS conthaR/Atorthelr
normal behavier, but arsingle peor cholicertstally.

does not make a pPerson bad
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+ SOME pProplems

— Does virtue ethicsrhelprusFknoWAWRaEHte
do?

+ It may. filll some gaps, but that deoesn

Mmean It IS sufficient te replace: the OthEr
SyStems

+The question isiWhether the theery: can
stand alone—it just doesn 't SEem tergive
enough concrete guidance in actual
situations

— e.g.: people disagree about what a
“compassionate person” will'do
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Virtue Ethies

— Can the Virtues e tsedmadiye

+ According tor chakaCterR ECRICS IFa PERSON
acts In confiormity, WithrVirtUe,  thERFthiENaCh
IS good

— What about the generoesity, ol peoplerdonatine to

suicide bombers?

— Can\virtue ethics answer the question,
Why'\be virtuous?

+\What Is good about being good?

— A & P argue that virtues in' general are goeoad
because they allow us to live a good e

— But isn" t this ethical egoism again?

Jim Cook Copyright 2003




Virtue Ethies

+ It just seems: therersisemeEthiNgNMOKENIaSIE
than virtue itselifas the fiouncdationN e ECRICS

+ How do we handier coniilicting
VIrtues?.

—e.d,: handle close friend that steals
money out of other people” sipocketsiin
the dorm (loyalty/henesty)

+ Which list of virtues' is correct?
— There are differences of opinion
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Virtue Ethies

— How! doryou' SEttHEtheErqUESTHIONY:

+ At the end' of the day, NoWeVer it
still looks like virtue ethicsishotldrine
a O any: ethical thEesRY.

ohe udltimately adoepts

+ Theproblem off Whether VIFtUES! are
present in humans in the ferm: off
potentiality or gifts of grace: orton p: 297)
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